
New Event for 2011 
  

The Midland Basset Hound Club will be holding their Annual  
'Scenting Day' in conjunction with The Houndshow.   

The scenting day takes the form of a tracking trial with the dogs leashed. 
The trials are open to all hounds.  Entries taken on the day. 

 
  

**************************** 
 

There will be a charge of £1.00p for each 'go' and Certificates will be given out to 
all Hounds who successfully complete the 100 yard or the 440 yard tests.  You can 
have as many tries as you like but if your Hound has not found the scent in 5 
minutes he is unlikely to do so at that particular try.  
 
The Trials will end no later than 4.00 pm  
 
All the above is subject to change, due to weather conditions and events beyond 
the control of the committee. 

 
SCENTING DAY RULES/GUIDANCE 

 
AIMS OF THE DAY 
 
We aim to give any Hound the opportunity to trail a scent (even Sight Hounds if 
they want to) thereby getting back to the basic idea of what a Scent Hound was 
bred for. 
 
We start with a short straight trail of 100 yards (Beginners class) and then the 
option of 440 yards (Novice class) for any hound who finds the first test, just a little 
too easy.  This trail will be laid as required. 
 
We also have a "find the sausage" corner for hounds that just want a bit of 
practise or find the 100 yards a bit of a challenge.   
  
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED. 
 
All hounds participating must be on a long lead. You can use the extending type 
fully extended, a horse lunge rein, or just a long length of thin rope; this is to 
enable the hound to follow the scent without assistance, or hindrance, from the 
handler.  In an ideal situation the hound would be in a harness, but as most hounds 
are not accustomed to wearing a harness we don’t insist on this. 
  
 
 
 
 



THE SCENT 
 
We have tried various scents over the last three years but - for Novice Hounds who 
have never followed a trail before we have found by far the most effective scent is a 
cooked sausage, and this is the scent we will be using again this year. There may be 
other scents available on the day.  Anyone wishing to take part can train their 
hound prior to the day if they wish.  All scented out and captured bits of sausage 
can be eaten. 
 
If you wish for any further information please contact: 
 
Cathy Whitehead on – 0247 6315577 or mobile 07973 776287 
Trish Wells on - 01964 542744 or mobile 0774 092 9895 


